Subject:
MAM 04-001-013, Correct Fit and Wear Standards for the Advanced Combat Helmet (ACH).

The following Maintenance Advisory Message has been released to the field.

:UNCLAS

SUBJECT: MAINTENANCE ADVISORY MESSAGE (MAM),  CONTROL NO.

MAM 04-001-013, Correct Wear Standards and fitting procedures for the Advanced Combat Helmet (ACH).

1.  DISTRIBUTION: THIS IS A "MAINTENANCE ADVISORY MESSAGE".

REQUEST MACOM COMMANDERS RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL

SUBORDINATE COMMANDS/ACTIVITIES and acknowledge RECEIPT of this message within 5 working days to THE PM-Clothing and Individual Equipment (PM-CIE) POCS PER PARAGRAPH 5A and 5B BELOW.

2.  ISSUE:

A.  FEEDBACK FROM OIF/OEF INDICATES soldiers may not be properly wearing the ACH.  THIS MESSAGE IS PROVIDED TO REMIND COMMANDERS OF THE CORRECT FIT AND WEAR STANDARDS OF THE HELMET AND TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS FOR corrective actions on improperly worn helmets.

B.  THE ACH PROVIDES THE USER GREATER SITUATIONAL AWARENESS, COMFORT AND FIT THAN THE STANDARD pasgt (KEVLAR) HELMET.  IT IS ALSO COMPATIBLE WITH THE INTERCEPTOR BODY ARMOR (IBA), offering the Soldier improved target acquisition in all RIFLE AND CARBINE FIRING POSITIONS, especially the prone POSITION.  HOWEVER, IN CASES WHERE THE ACH IS IMPROPERLY FITTED AND WORN TOO HIGH ON THE HEAD, THE SOLDIER MAY BE EXPOSED TO INCREASED RISK FROM FRAGMENTATION.  IMPROPER WEAR MAY BE CAUSED BY misunderstanding the wear standards, POOR PAD PLACEMENT INSIDE THE HELMET, IMPROPER FIT, THE INCORRECT CROWN PAD INSIDE THE HELMET, OR A COMBINATION OF THE ABOVE.

3.  USER ACTIONS:

A.  COMMANDERS SHOULD REVIEW THE PROPER FIT PROCEDURES AND WEAR STANDARDS AS OUTLINED IN THE TECHNICAL MANUAL ISSUED WITH EACH HELMET, TM 10-8470-204-10, AND INSPECT THEIR SOLDIERS FOR PROPER wear and FIT.   sizing and fitting as outlined in the tm must be followed to include measuring the soldier’s head with a calipers or measuring tape to establish the correct shell size.  the tm can be DOWNLOADED as a pdf file from https://www.logsa.army.mil/etms/data/A/080445.pdf.  a VIDEO OF THE PROPER FITTING PROCEDURES, AND THE tm pdf file, WILL BE AVAILABLE on AKO and on THE PEO-SOLDIER WEBSITE, https://peosoldier.army.mil, STARTING NOVEMBER 1, 2004.  

B.  Soldiers should be advised that the correct size of the ach MIGHT not be the same size as their previously issued PASGT Helmet.  GENERALLY, THE ach SHOULD FIT SO THAT THE FRONT RIM IS JUST ABOVE THE EYEBROWS AND that the edge of the rim is JUST IN VIEW OF THE WEARER WHEN HE LOOKS UPWARD BY ONLY MOVING HIS EYES.  The wearer should feel the crown pad touch the top of his head.  FIT CAN BE ADJUSTED BY ADJUSTING THE PAD POSITIONS INSIDE THE HELMET, TIGHTENING THE RETENTION STRAPS, REPLACING THE LARGER SIZE 8 crown pad (the pad in the top of the helmet) with the thinner SIZE 6 crown PAD, exchanging the entire number 8 pad set for the thinner number 6 pad set, or ExCHANGING THE HELMET SHELL FOR A LARGER SIZE.  

C. ALL HELMETS, TO INCLUDE M8, L8, and XL8 HELMETS, SHOULD be fitted with the thinner SIZE 6 CROWN PAD IN THE TOP OF THE HELMET.  The thinner crown pad WILL help lower the helmet on THe soldier’s head.

D.  Soldiers may also find that the helmet feels like it fits more loosely after a period of wear.  This may be a result of pad compression associated with temperature change, jaw muscle tension, or HARDWARE and retention straps slipping. The straps and HARDWARE should be adjusted IAW the TM and the Elastic band should be used or the loose ends of the straps taped in place to prevent further slip.  If Any of the components are broken or worn out, THEY may be replaced with the items and nsns listed paragraph 3E below. 

E.  Units may requisition components of the ACH, including replacement pad sets and individual size 6 crown pads, by contacting defense supply center philadelphia (s9T)(http://ct.dscp.dla.mil/) for requisition.  calipers and MEASURING TAPES should be ordered through the standard fedlog procedures.  selected nomenclatures and NSNs follow: a complete listing of the nsns can be found in work package 22 of the tm (see paragraph 3a).

Item






NSN

pad set, suspension, Size 6



8470-01-476-5643

pad set, suspension, Size 8



8470-01-476-5648

PAD, HELMET, Advanced (Size 6 Crown Pad)         

8470-01-506-6626

strap, chin, retention (m/l)



8470-01-476-2605

mounting screw set




8470-01-476-5631

Caliper






5210-01-434-9493

Measuring Tape





8315-00-782-3520

Helmet parts Kit*




8470-01-506-6721

*The helmet parts kit includes various pads and retention systems to support parts replacements for multiple helmets.

F.  dEPLOYED Units may coordinate to exchange improperly sized ACHs for the correct helmet, to include EXTRA LARGE ACH HELMETS, by contacting THE PEO SOLDIER RAPID FIELDING INITIATIVE (RFI) TEAM IN KUWAIT beginning NOVEMBER 1, 2004.  

4.  SUPPLY STATUS:  aCH COMPONENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR REQUISITION AS PER PARAGRAPHs 3E AND 3F.  

5.  POCS:

A. PM-Clothing and Individual Equipment (PM-CIE) APM for Helmets:  Mr. George Schultheiss, DSN 256-5444, COMM:  (508) 233-5444, E-Mail: George.Schultheiss@us.army.mil.

B. PM-Clothing and Individual Equipment (PM-CIE) Engineer:  Mr. Scott Bennet, DSN 256-5432, COMM:  (508) 233-5432, E-MAIL: Scott.Bennet@us.army.mil.  

C. PEO SOLDIER RFI TEAM (KUWAIT OPERATIONS):  LTC BROWN, DSN 94-318-438-5964.


